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On the cover: Sister Pat Prunty and attendees at the February 2011 Bread for the World conference in Pierre, South 
Dakota. Bread for the World is a collective Christian voice urging our nation’s decision makers to end hunger at home 
and abroad. By changing policies, programs and conditions that allow hunger and poverty to persist, they provide help 
and opportunity far beyond the communities where we live. The world hunger educational conference attendees also 
delivered bread to the legislators. Each piece of bread reminds legislators to remember the poor as they make decisions.

How do you 
TEACH HEAL?or

As the Presentation Sisters gather to celebrate 125 years of mission and ministry, 
we are blessed to have an opportunity to rejoice in this occasion with our God, our 
partners in mission, our neighbors, our supporters, our families and our friends. We 
have seen many changes in these 125 years, but our commitment to our mission to 
serve those in need has remained the same, as has our gratitude to those who continue 
to make this mission possible with their support of time, talent and treasure.

As we chose a theme for our celebration, three words formed the core of our intent: 
gratitude, remembering and welcoming. We are honored to count many of you as 
partners and friends. We look forward to the opportunity to give gratitude to each of 
you for your support as we share our mission, and the mission of Jesus, to alleviate 
oppression and promote human dignity for all.

As we consider and give thanks for our many blessings of today, we must also look back and remember those 
on whose shoulders we are now standing. The many wonderful and cherished Presentation Sisters that came 
before us to shape our education and healthcare ministries, those who ventured into new extended ministries at 
the invitation of the Vatican II Council, those who persevered in times of challenge and flourished in times of 
promise. We add to this a remembering of our partners who have faithfully guided us through the years as we 
have walked this walk of faith, spreading the mission of Jesus and Nano together.

Finally, we look to the future and welcome it with hope. None of us can predict what the future will hold, but 
we remain steadfast in our faith that the spirit and mission of Nano Nagle, our foundress, embodied in each 
Presentation Sister and found in so many of our partners, will continue. We welcome with hope new friends and 
partners as we adapt to the changing needs of today and tomorrow.

Giving gratitude, Remembering the past, Welcoming the future

This theme remains our goal as we celebrate with you, our partners.
We invite you to join us on Saturday, July 16, 2011, at Presentation Convent for a festival of celebration and 
thanksgiving. We welcome those of you who know us well and those of you who would like to know more 
about us. Our doors and hearts will be open to you and we hope to see many familiar and many new faces!
 
Peace and blessings,

 
 

Sister Pam Donelan, President
Aberdeen Presentation Sisters
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Sister Mary 
Jane Gaspar 

 
Hometown: 

Orient, South Dakota

Entered Presentation 
Convent:

September 8, 1948

Education:
   • Bachelor’s, education, 
       Northern  State University, 
 

  • Master’s, education,  
      St. Louis University 
  • Master’s,  
      Christian spirituality, 
      Creighton University 

Experiences:
  • Educator in 7 South Dakota 
      schools (25-years)
  • Principal (21-years) 
  • Director of formation 
  • Presentation Sisters 
      Leadership Council
  • Director of religious 
      education,  
      Sioux Falls, S.D.
  • Pastoral Minister

Current Ministry:
  • Hostess at Marian House 
      Sioux Falls, S.D.

Sister Suzanne 
Cotter 

 

Hometown: 
Dell Rapids, South Dakota

Entered Presentation 
Convent:

September 8, 1948

Education:
• Bachelor’s, English,  
    College of St. Catherine
• Master’s, English, 
    University of Notre Dame
• Graduate Studies in English, 
     Marquette University
 

• Scriptures & theology 
     studies, 
     Providence College

Experiences:
• Educator in South Dakota 
     schools, (35-years)
• Pastoral & education 
     associate, (10-years)  
     Sioux Falls, S.D. 
• VP of Mission Effectiveness, 
     Presentation Health 
     System, Sioux Falls, S.D. 
• Pastoral Minister

 

Current Ministry:
• Hostess at Marian House 
      Sioux Falls, S.D.

Teaching and parish work was a way of life for 
Sisters Mary Jane Gaspar and Suzanne Cotter for 
many years. They decided to retire from ministry 
work when they were missioned to be hostesses 
of the Marion House in Sioux Falls, S.D. The 
Marion House is a vocation, formation and 
hospitality house for the Presentation Sisters. 
As hostesses of Marian House, they live at the 
hospitality house and open their doors for many 
different guests. Together, they are able to bring 
their experience in working with youth to a new 
ministry. Sisters Mary Jane and Suzanne make 
the house available to girls who are here on a 
“Sent to Serve” program and are doing Christian 
Service projects, and they make it available 
for Sisters who need housing in Sioux Falls.  
Several young women have been welcomed 
during service experiences in Sioux Falls, and 
approximately 50 sisters have spent time at 
Marian House.
	 Though busy with hospitality, Sisters Mary 
Jane and Suzanne find their spiritual life a central 
part of their ministry. “We go to daily Mass at 
St. Mary’s Parish, and we pray the office each 
morning and evening together,” explains Sister 
Mary Jane. “We also participate in our yearly 
retreat and other spiritual offerings.”
	 Though they live away from the motherhouse 
in Aberdeen, the Sisters do not find it challenging 
to stay connected to their Presentation family. 
Sister Suzanne shares, “We have sponsored 
potluck dinners at the house, and on some 
Sundays we have at least 19 Sisters participating 
in book discussion about vows of religious life.” 
	 The Sisters recently welcomed a group of 17 
Sisters and lay women to listen to a speaker at 
the Marion House. They also stay connected 
to other Presentation ministries, specifically 
the Guatemalan mission. The Sisters find more 
opportunities than challenges in their ministry 
and feel blessed to carry on the Presentation 
spirit of  hospitality in Sioux Falls. Together, 
they say, “We try to take it one day at a 
time and keep our calendars handy.”



Partners in Ministry         Lay People Going One Pace Beyond 
	 Vega Fahey dreamed of joining a religious order, but thought at the age of 90 
it was out of the question. Her prayers were answered when she partnered with 
the Presentation Sisters as a Cojourner on Easter Sunday, 1994. She continued 
to be healthy, walk to daily Mass and be an active Cojourner for another 17 
years. Vega wrote in a letter to the Presentation Sisters, “I am indeed honored 
to become a Cojourner of the Presentation Community and do not think of this 
decision lightly. Indeed, I think of it as a real gift from the Lord at a time when 
He knows I need it most. I am deeply grateful for this opportunity.”  Sister 
Mary Noel was Vega’s Sister companion with the Presentation Community and 
feels, “Vega is indeed very spiritual, has more stamina than I and looks 70. She 
is joyful about becoming a Presentation Cojourner and certainly possesses our 
charism.”
	 Vega became a Catholic at the age of 19, and never stopped reading and 
studying theology and history of the Church. She repeatedly said, “Becoming 
a Catholic was the most important thing I’ve done in my entire life.” Vega 
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became acquainted with the Sisters assigned to Albuquerque, New Mexico, including Sister Mary Noel Kuntz 
and Sister Annrita Johnson who helped her through a period of anxiety.   “They cared for me in the most loving, 
faithful, and professional way. I am forever grateful to them, not only for a speedy recovery but for the models 
they presented of strong faith, living as they do in the world, but not of it. It must be said they are truly heroic 
souls, part of that fountain of grace and mercy that is ours from a loving Father.”
	 On Vega’s 100th birthday celebration, she received a letter from President George W. Bush and Laura. The 
signed letter said, “You continue to make this world a better place for those who love you.” Vega recommends 
that everyone keeps their sense of humor in life, “And laugh. No, really laugh. And make others laugh.” Vega 
advises doing things for other people, because it brings joy as much to the giver as to the receiver. She also 
advises praying, “Prayer is the most powerful of all energies.” She added, “God loves us beyond anything we can 
imagine, and I love Him.”
	 The book, A Walk in the Footprints of Love by Vega P. Fahey, was published in 2010, and shares 106 years 
of her memories. Anne Bearman, Vega’s niece, wrote a letter to the Sisters after Vega died on September 14, 
2010 and shared, “One month before, she had seen her book published and enjoyed the enthusiastic response of 
the early readers.” As Sister Annrita Johnson reflects on Vega’s life, it is very clear to her that Vega exemplified 
Isaiah 49:5, “I am made glorious in the sight of the Lord and my God is now my 
strength.” She accomplished many things in her 107 years of life. During her career, 
Vega taught elementary school and special needs students, including teaching at the 
New York City Public Schools.  She was active in politics, public relations work and 
later helped start the Center of Aid to the Mexican Indian, CENAMI, which helps 
abandoned Indians in Mexico.  Vega lived in Mexico City and Guadalajara for 26 
years, and loved reading, writing, music and dancing. 
	 Vega was proud to be a Cojourner and stated, “Sister Mary Noel Kuntz took very 
loving care of me after a hospitalization. She and Sister Annrita Johnson are models 
of charity and hard work, a real inspiration in the spiritual life. I was honored to have 
been invited to the Presentation Cojourner program, of peace and justice and their 
claims of charity and love.” Sister Darlene Gutenkauf, Cojourner Co-Director for the 
Presentation Sisters, expresses, “I was amazed at her energy and commitment to the 
Church and the Presentation Sisters.”
	

Ministering With Latinos         Mission Receives Gift of Expansion

Top photo, waiting area before the 
renovation. Middle Photo, Sister Sheila 
with construction worker during the 
renovation. Bottom photo above, new 
waiting area after the renovation.

(Walking Together)

Caminando Juntos, our Presentation outreach program to the Latinos 
in the Sioux Falls area,  received a wonderful surprise this year.  Space 
adjacent to their ministry center opened up and they were given first 
choice to rent it.  At the same time a most generous donor offered  the 
ministry a Christmas gift of $5000 to be used for the most needy, and 
to help with the possible  expansion project.   It seemed as if it was time 
again to trust God and go for it!

For the past 8 years, Caminando Juntos had ministered out of a very 
limited space with only four small  offices,  a reception room and a 
meeting room.  Each year as the ministry grew, the space kept getting 
smaller and smaller!  The children were spread all over the floor of the 
reception area, playing their games…many times the adults had to tiptoe 
around and over them.  One Latino man came in and exclaimed,  “I didn’t 
know you were running a day care!” 

Once the decision was made to add new space, it took about two months 
to design the new areas, renovate, paint and carpet;  the Sisters were able 
to keep the ministry going for most of that time.  They are thrilled with the 
new space and all of the support they received for the expansion.  More 
gifts came in:  additional office furniture was donated by the Catholic 
Diocese, Avera Health and the Furniture Mission.  Only a few minor 
things needed to be purchased.

The new addition gave Caminando Juntos three more offices, a break/
work room, and a much larger  reception area.   A play area for the children 
was designed at one end of the waiting area room with  many new toys 
and games available for their use.  The real gift of the added space is 
that the ministry with the Latino clients is much more confidential.  They 
often express how welcome they feel coming to Caminando Juntos.  They 
love the new colorful space and what it says about the ministry team’s 
respect and love for them.  

On Sunday, March 13,  the new ministry space was blessed by Msgr. Doyle, a generous donor to Caminando 
Juntos.   All the Presentation Sisters in the area joined in blessing the ministry team, the new space and the image 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  They followed the blessing ritual with a “bit of spirits” and the wearing of the green.  
Sr. Colman won the day by serving her authentic Irish coffee, and of course we had green punch and cookies.  
All went home happy!

~ submitted by Sister Sheila Schnell

Vega Fahey celebrates 100 years.



	 Romans 15:1  
     We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves.

 Celebrating Jubilee 			                Decades of Dedication 
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A jubilee is a special time of remembering the past, celebrating the present and welcoming the future. This year, 
the Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary are honoring three Sisters who are celebrating their 50th 
Golden Jubilee, three Sisters who are celebrating their 60th Jubilee, and one who is celebrating 70 years of reli-
gious life. Please join us in honoring and celebrating these seven women, who represent a combined total of 400 
years of ministry to the people of God.

70 Years of Vowed Religious Life

60 Years of Vowed Religious Life
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Sister Bernadette Farrell is the daughter of Frank and Agnes Farrell. She was born and raised in Dell Rap-
ids, S.D. , attended Notre Dame Academy in Mitchell and entered the Presentation Sisters Community in 
1941. For many years, she was an OB nurse, and then taught OB nursing at the Presentation Schools of 
Nursing, and also worked as a nurse midwife in the southern states and Mexico. She was not the oldest of 
the six children, but the oldest girl. “Since my mother was an extremely religious person, she took me to 
Mass with her every day. The fact my mother was so holy was the basis of my vocation.”

OB Staff-Night Supervisor St. Luke’s - Aberdeen, S.D. 1944-1945 
Operating room Supervisor St. Joseph’s - Mitchell, S.D. 1945-1946 
Med Surg Supervisor St. Luke’s - Aberdeen, S.D. 1946-1948 
Director of Nursing at Presentation School of Nursing -Aberdeen, S.D. 1948-1951 
Director of Nursing at Presentation School of Nursing - Sioux Falls, S.D.  
Education Director at Presentation School of Nursing - Mitchell, S.D. 
Director of Nursing at Presentation School of Nursing - Miles City, Mont. 
Nursing Service & OB Instructor at Presentation School of Nursing -
	 Sioux Falls, S.D. 1961-1963 
Pediatric Head Nurse at McKennan - Sioux Falls, S.D. 1963-1968  
Clinical Instructor of OB at McKennan & USD 1968-1969  
Staff Nurse & Midwife at University Medical Center - Jackson, Miss. 1970-1976 
Nurse-midwifery Staff  - Bamberg, S.C. 1976-1976 
Director of Midwifery Program - Orangeburg, S.C. 1976-1979 
Midwife Highland City, Fla. 1979-1980

Sister Bernadette Farrell

Sister Ann Foley was born on a farm near Madison, S.D., and was a  
member of St. William’s Parish in Ramona, S.D. She earned an RN diploma at  
Presentation School of Nursing, St. Joseph Unit in Mitchell, S.D., and entered the 
Convent in August 1950. She ministered in health care for nearly 50 years as a  
hospital nurse and long–term caregiver at many facilities including: St. Luke’s  
Hospital, Aberdeen, S.D.; St. Joseph’s Hospital, Mitchell, S.D.; Holy Rosary  
Hospital, Miles City, Mont.; McKennan Hospital, Sioux Falls, S.D.; Bethel Care 
Center, St. Paul, Minn.; Mother Joseph Manor, Aberdeen, S.D.; Presentation  
Convent, Aberdeen, S.D.; St. Mary’s Nursing Home, Winsted, Minn. and sev-
enteen years at Long Lake Health Care Center, Long Lake, Minn.  Sister Ann  
describes herself by referring to the parable of Mary and Martha, “I feel I have been a  

Sister Brigid Carey was born on a ranch near Isabel, S.D. and at-
tended 12 years of school in Mobridge. She entered the Convent on November 
1, 1950 and earned a master’s in religious education from Notre Dame, which 
permitted her to respond to an invitation to teach for the US Army. She taught        
methods of teaching in Bangkok, Thailand and Germany. After thirty years 
of teaching, she earned a master’s in spirituality from Gonzaga University in  
Spokane, Wash. She spent a year at Immaculate Heart Retreat House in Spokane 
giving spiritual direction, working with the divorced, widowed and separated, and 
doing promotional work. Next, she spent twelve months in the clinical pastoral 
education program at Deaconess Hospital in Spokane and St. Joseph Hospital of 
Orange County, Calif. Sister Brigid was then invited to be the Hospice Chaplain 

Sister Marie Celeste Sabers was born Mary Joan Sabers in Salem, 
S.D. to Elrena (Godfrey) and Emil Sabers. She attended St. Mary’s School in  
Salem, worked at the Bell Telephone Company from ages 16-19 and entered the  
Presentation Convent in November l950.  She expected to become holy 
soon after vows, and even though this did not happen, she never considered  
leaving as she was at peace with her decision. Sister Marie Celeste attended  
Presentation College, Aberdeen, S.D.; Regis College, Denver, Colo, where she earned a  
bachelor’s; and Loyola University, Chicago, Ill., where she earned a master’s in pastoral  
studies. She also earned a clinical pastoral education and was certified by the National  
Association of Catholic Chaplains. She ministered in Presentation Sisters  
sponsored facilities for almost 50 years, and served on the board of trustees for 30 

years in sponsored hospitals. In the fall of 2006, she retired and now volunteers part time as a Chaplain at Avera  
McKennan Hospital. According to Sister Marie Celeste, Presentation religious life provided her with many  
opportunities as she deepened her relationship with God. She enjoyed the people she was privileged to minister 
through the Presentation Sister institutions of healing. 

“Martha” most of my life, always keeping busy and helping others. Now my time is spent being a “Mary” as I 
spend more time in prayer.”

at the Providence Medical Center in Portland, Ore.  “I’ve loved all in my life: 30 years of teaching (I love my  
darling angels), 21-years of pastoral care and caring for my mother and sister during their illness. I’m now  
enjoying Eucharistic ministry, St. Vincent de Paul and time to pray.  I say thank you God for 60 loving years in 
your service. Amen and Alleluia.”
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 Celebrating Jubilee			                

50 Years of Vowed Religious Life

Sister Mary Jaeger was raised in Geddes, S.D. along with 13 siblings. She 
earned a Nursing Degree at Presentation School of Nursing and then entered the Presen-
tation Community. Her 50 years of health care ministry consist of staff nursing, nurs-
ing management and teaching at St. Luke’s, McKennan, Queen of Peace, University 
of Wisconsin, Department of Health in Pierre, S.D., Presentation Health System and 
Mission Services at Avera McKennan. Currently, she is the Director of Mission at Av-
era St. Anthony’s Hospital in O’Neill, Neb., and Avera System Member, Avera Health 
Board and Avera St. Benedict’s Board in Parkston. She achieved her ministry accom-
plishments by working with gifted people in our communities and facilities as guided 
by God’s spirit. “The call to the consecrated life is a journey of faith like any call, any 

Sister Janet Schumacher is an Ipswich, S.D. native who earned a bachelor’s 
in elementary education from Northern State University, a master’s in pastoral studies/
spiritual direction from Loyola University and completed the clinical pastoral educa-
tion program with Lutheran Social Services. She entered the Presentation Sisters Com-
munity in September 1961. Sister Janet was not only an elementary teacher in Catholic 
schools across South Dakota and Minnesota, but also served in retreat/spiritual direc-
tions ministries in seven states and campus ministries in Chicago at Loyola University 
for eleven years. Sister Janet recalls many special ministry moments and says, “What 
makes these memories so special is how inspired I am by cancer patients who, in the 
midst of their illness and side effects of treatments, can share how grateful they are for 

For the Israelites the year of Jubilee was a time of joy, a year of sweeping forgiveness for all. Leviticus 25:10 states: “Thou 
shalt sanctify the fiftieth year…and shalt proclaim remission to all the inhabitants of thy land: for it is the year of jubilee.”

Sister Ruth Geraets was raised in Dell Rapids, S.D. and entered the convent 
in August 1961. She earned a bachelor’s in elementary education and mathematics at 
Northern State University, a master’s from the University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, Minn. 
and a certificate of religious life and the formative journey at St. Louis University, St. 
Louis, Mo.  For 21 years, she taught grades 3 through 7 in Catholic Schools at Anoka 
and Mound, Minn. and Madison, Aberdeen and Mitchell, S.D. Then she ventured to 
McDowell County, W.Va. to do outreach work with those made poor as coal companies 
pulled out of the area, followed by ministry on the Cheyenne River Reservation direct-
ing shelters for abused and neglected women and children. After receiving her masters 
in pastoral ministry, she served with  Holy Family in Mitchell, Nativity in Fargo, N.D. 

and St. Benedict Parish in Wild Rice, N.D. She managed low-income townhomes in Sioux Falls and was coordi-
nator of formation and director of Novices 1999-2011. Presently, she is the Congregational Treasurer in Aberdeen 
and says, “My life has been filled with so many adventures, challenges and joys including ministering with people 
in the poorest counties of West Virginia and South Dakota.  The one thing important in religious life, or married 
life, is to fall deeper in love with your God or partner each day…to live in the NOW with gratitude.”

loved ones, the simple joys of life and their faith, which so many of us take for granted.”

vocation with ups and downs, joys and sorrows and always God’s presence breaks through and love will see me/
you/us through. It is a life-giving experience with lots to let go of at first and then as the years go by I see the gifts 
and graces of my life more clearly.”

Celebrating 125 Years of Joyful Service
October 1886 to October 2011

Saturday, July 16, 2011
10am 
   Welcome
    Historical presentation

10am-2pm 
   Children’s activities
   Convent tours
   Entertainment
   Ministry information fair

11am-1pm
   Lunch served

2pm - 4pm
   Point of Grace Concert 
	  on main stage

*The celebration is free and open to the public!
Public parking at Brown County Fairgrounds,  

with carts running back and forth to Convent grounds.
*Handicap parking: please use main street entrance to Convent. 

For more information visit www.presentationsisters.org or call (605) 229.8528



Education Ministry
Presentation College President Retires    
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Sister Lorraine Hale
Presentation College 

President
1996/1997-2010/2011

VOICES & VENTURES
June 2011 Volume 19 No. 1
Printed on Recycled Paper

Voices and Ventures is published by the Presentation Sisters Public Awareness Office to communicate the ministries and mission of the 
Presentation Sisters. We invite your comments as well as your prayers.  

Any correspondence should be sent to:   
Dawn Maas, Communications Coordinator, 1500 North Second Street, Aberdeen, S.D. 57401-1238
Phone: 605-229-8317	 E-mail: dmaas@presentationsisters.org

8:30 a.m. registration
9:00 a.m. shotgun start

4-woman scramble format
Minimum team handicap = 80

$75 per person entry fee

16th Annual 

To join us, contact:
Presentation Sisters’
Development Office

605-229-8337
devoff@presentationsisters.org

Monday, 
June 20, 2011

Presentation Sisters’ Golf Tournament

Moccasin Creek Country Club ~ Aberdeen, South Dakota

Reflections on the  
Previous 10 Years

Sisters’ Heritage 
                 Oak Tree Symbolism

Former Presidents 

Mother M. Viator Burns, P.B.V.M.
1951-1958

Mother M. Carmelita McCullough, P.B.V.M.
1958-1964

Sister Alicia Dunphy, P.B.V.M.
1964-1967

Sister Francis Mary Dunn, P.B.V.M.
1967-1977

Sister Lynn Marie Welbig, P.B.V.M.
1977-1988

Brother Clarence Fioke, F.S.C.
1988-1990

Sister Bernadette Bodine, O.S.B
1990-1992 (Interim 1990-1991)

Sister Colette Mahoney, R.S.H.M.
1993 (Interim)

Dr. Alexander Popovics
1993-1996

Sister Lorraine Hale with  
Presentation College students.

The History of Presentation College
Presentation College, PC, is a Catholic-Christian  
educational institution, sponsored by the Sisters of 
the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (PVBM). 
Founded in 1951, the College conferred a diploma on 
its graduates until 1966 when the College began to 
confer associate degrees in arts and science. In 1968, 
the College became coeducational. In 1980, the Chey-
enne River Lakota Nursing School at Eagle Butte, 
S.D., a satellite nursing program of PC, enrolled the 
first class of Native American students. In 1991, the 
name of the school was changed to Presentation Col-
lege Lakota Campus. In 1988, PC admitted its first 
class to a nursing baccalaureate completion program. 
The college was accredited by the North Central As-
sociation of Colleges and Schools to offer Associate 
of Arts and Science Degrees and four year baccalaure-
ate programs in 1990. The 1,200-seat Strode Activity 
Center was dedicated in 1998, and a new student hous-
ing complex opened in 1999, featuring suites with pri-
vate bedrooms, semi-private bathrooms, living rooms, 
kitchens, computers and Internet access.  A new dining 
and recreation hall opened near the suites in 2000.  In 
2003, a second satellite location, Presentation College-
Fairmont Campus, was opened in Fairmont, Minn. PC 
introduced its Wireless Initiative in 2005, and in 2006, 
PC joined in partnership with Kilian Community Col-
lege in Sioux Falls, S.D., to offer a Bachelor of Science 
degree completion in Social Work. Currently, PC of-
fers Bachelor of Science, Associate of Science, Associ-
ate of Arts, and Certificate programs through a number 
of delivery methods. 

Sister Lorraine Hale, Ph.D., began her appointment as 
ninth President of Presentation College on June 1, 1996. 
A native of Australia, Sister Lorraine joined Presenta-
tion College in August of 1993 as academic dean. She 
has a doctorate in educational administration and super-
vision from Fordham University in New York; a master 
in religious education from the Catholic University of 
America in Washington, D.C.; a bachelor in education 
from the University of New England, Armidale, New 
South Wales, Australia; and a bachelor in biological sci-
ence from the University of New South Wales, Sydney, 
Australia. She is a member of the Presentation Sisters 
congregation of Staten Island, N.Y. and will return there 
for about a month after retiring. She plans to teach a 
class online for Cincinnati University on research meth-
ods for doctoral students. Sister Lorraine stated, “I want 
to take a year to sort things out and take the time to look 
and listen for my next call.” She also commented, “the 
College is blessed and they are doing good work,  I see 
God happening here.”
   Sister Lorraine feels her greatest accomplishment at 
Presentation College was stabilizing the institution as 
she helped to focus it and move it forward. In the future, 
the College is looking at adding a master’s program and 
football to bring more students to the College. Sister 
Lorraine stated, “The new president will be walking 
into a moving college.”

In honor of the 125th Anniversary celebration, the 
Presentation Sisters and Convent employees cel-
ebrated Earth Day by planting a Burr Oak Tree. 
The oak tree has long been the symbol of all the 
Presentation Sisters.  Both oak trees and acorns 
symbolize the unique gift of the Presentation 
charism to the sacred community along with the 
symbolism of peace, strength and unity with the 
whole of creation.

From the acorn of Nano’s compassion for the 
poor and her concern for faith has grown a reli-
gious congregation with branches in all parts of 
the world. The lantern also has special meaning 
to the Sisters of the Presentation.  It reminds them 
of their foundress’ journey through the narrow 
streets of Cork, Ireland.  It also reminds them of 
their commitment to reach out in service to others 
and bring the light of Christ to the world.
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Calendar of Events:
June 9-12, 2011
PBVM Community Days
Presentation Convent
Aberdeen, S.D. 

June 14-16, 2011
Live Out Loud
Presentation Convent
Aberdeen, S.D.

June 20, 2011
Golf Tournament
Moccasin Creek Country Club
Aberdeen, S.D. 

June 27-July 1, 2011
L.I.V.E Leadership Camp
Creighton Retreat Center
Griswold, Iowa 

July 15, 2011
Partner Appreciation Reception 
Presentation Convent
Aberdeen, S.D.
 
 

July 16, 2011
125th Anniversary Celebration
Presentation Convent
Aberdeen, S.D. 

July 25-29, 2011
Leadership Camp for Junior   
High Girls
Storm Mountain
Rapid City, S.D. 

August 7, 2011
50th Jubilee Celebration 
Presentation Convent
Aberdeen, S.D. 

September 17, 2011
7th Annual SD Pax Christi 
Growing Peace Conference 
County Fair Banquet Hall
Watertown, S.D. 

For more information on  
these events, please contact: 

Public Awareness Office
605-229-8317 
 

Vocation Outreach Office
605-229-8414 

Development Office
605-229-8337


