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he Laudato Si’ ministry continues to grow
and transform. Enhancing the integral

ecology of the prairie landscape, we work
to steward the land, bringing out more of its natural
beauty and biodiversity within our local terrain.

Collaboration is essential in this ministry. Our efforts
among organizations intertwine, including the

educational and natural resource conservation spheres.

We are grateful to not only learn from others, but to
also share our knowledge. Through our work with area
elementary schools and local libraries, we are able to
share our mission and devotion in caring for not only
one another, but also our Earth with people of all ages.

Laudato Si’ is also involved with several conservation
organizations who have walked alongside us for these
past five years. We are forever grateful as they continue

to share their expertise and experiences with us.

We were excited to share the experience of
planting forbs on the land with local children.

In early 2025, the Prairie Restoration project “got
its wings,” and formally registered as a Monarch
Waystation. These Waystations provide the
butterflies a resting spot, so they may take a break
and “re-nourish” with area resources along their
cross-country, multi-generational migration. The
Prairie Restoration area includes a sufficient
milkweed population, as well as other pollinator-
friendly nectar plants, providing essential food and
habitat to sustain these butterflies while they pass
through.

This past year we also registered as a St. Kateri
Habitat, upholding the St. Kateri Conservation
Center’s desire for habitat areas to be not just
materially beneficial for plants and wildlife, but
rather sanctuaries, without four walls, where we can
nourish both the Earth and our souls. ®

Jamie Risse
Laudato Si’
Director

Paige Hermanson
Laudato Si’
Project Coordinator

This past summer, the Laudato Si’ ministry was blessed by
the hiring of Paige Hermanson as Project Coordinator. Paige’s

knowledge and enthusiasm in caring for our Earth is unmatched
and we couldn't be more excited about having her join our team.




1s Our Way of Life

very moment is an opportunity to
demonstrate that justice is our way of life.

Whether it be focusing on care of creation,
working on right relationships or encouraging
peacemaking, justice is the core of our Mission as

Presentation Sisters. But we know we cannot do this

work alone, we must join and work together, using
the skills and interests of many to implement
strategies that address different social
justice issues.

We strive to immerse Presentation

People (Sisters, cojourners, employees

and friends for justice) more deeply

in the work of promoting justice, both
locally and globally. We look to partner with
those who are often working on similar issues, such
as human trafficking and immigration reform. We
are able to share with one another our successes
and challenges, and we gain valuable skills and
knowledge through this collaboration.

Andrea Pierce, Michigan, assisted Pax Christi Members
Mary Beth DiMarco, Maine, Carrie Hansen, South
Dakota, and Melissa Chapman Skinner (not pictured),
North Dakota, in developing and leading the Land
Acknowledgement, the Indigenous Opening Prayer,
and workshop, “Broken treaties, broken land: Restoring
relationships, restoring the Earth,” for the Pax Christi
National Conference.

“If you want
peace, work
for justice.”

POPE PAUL VI
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PLEASE DO NOT TEXT AND DRIVE.

We collaborate with the Benedictine Sisters in
Watertown, SD, in raising awareness of trafficking in

our region. This new billboard message will rotate
throughout eastern South Dakota.

Globally we belong to the International Presentation

Association (IPA). This global network includes
Justice Contacts, Presentation Sisters, and other

Presentation People who believe in the value

of human rights. We work together,
sharing local and global stories of
impact, so we can amplify the voice
of those marginalized and most
vulnerable.

Through IPA, we are a Non-
Governmental Organization (NGO)
member of the United Nations. Through
this association, we are able to join other groups
who share our dedication to peace, justice and
integrity to all of creation. These partnerships
aid in promotion and support of the 17 United

Nations’ Sustainable
We encourage prayer

and dialogue to build
awareness of where
change is most needed
in our world today.

Development Goals.
These goals offer a
foundation for ending
poverty and hunger,
caring for the land
and water, creating gender equality, building more
accountable institutions, and acting to address
climate change.

Carrie Hansen Sister Pegge
Justice Contact Boehm
SRI Contact



What 1s
God’s Call?

’1[‘ his question may be asked numerous times life decision, we honor God’s call by seeking ways that
throughout each person’s life. At some point, our gifts serve others.

the question may include ... am I called to marriage,
single life, priesthood or religious life? How do I
know? What should I be listening for?

Our South Dakota Congregation is inter-connected to
other Presentation Sisters’ Congregations throughout
the world who serve on five continents. There are

If you are wondering about God’s call and invitation, dozens of women in various stages of formation to
you may begin your journey of discernment by become Presentation Sisters. Some of them
simply trying to listen to God during your live in places where they risk persecution
prayer. « . for their decision to serve as a sister.
e | Be still, THEY SAID YES! We all work
Saint Augustine urges us to pay and know that together to enrich and support the

gttention and to listen to the 1 erin @il e
Inner teacher, the voice that
speaks from within all of us. It
is within our hearts where God
speaks to us.” | Pope Leo XIV

spiritual and personal growth of each
PSALM 46:10 person, and we ask for your prayers as
women continue to answer the call.

Our Vocation Ministry, in collaboration with

Presentation Sisters and Presentation People across

We believe that God created each of us with special North America, offers a variety of opportunities, both

gifts to share with the world. When we identify our in person and online, for single women ages 18-45 to

own gifts, we are led to recognize how we are invited meet Sisters and discern a vocation to religious life.

by God to serve. When discerning our vocation or any  pjease contact us for more information.

You will know your vocation

by the joy that it brings you.

Sister Vicky Jen
Larson Rothenbuehler — Dorothy Day
Vocation Vocation

Director Collaborator




Sisters of the Presentation
T of the Blessed Virgin Mary

In Joyful Service

1500 North Second Street
Aberdeen, SD 57401-1238

‘Only in the Heart of
Jesus do we discover
our authentic
humanity as children
of God, brothers
and sisters of one
another.’

— POPE LEO XIV
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